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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

1 . Due to communications filed 1/26/04, the following is a non-final first office 
action. Claims 1-8 are pending in this application and have been examined on the 
merits. Claims 1-8 are rejected as follows. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 2, 3, 4, 5 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

The terms "a larger area as the quantity indicated by the parameter is larger", "is 
defined as a larger area as the time indicated b the parameter is longer", "of the 
customer newly/performs the decision newly", "was obtained newly" and "as the 
quantity indicated by the parameter is smaller" in claims 2, 3, 4 , 5 and respectively, are 
relative terms that render the claims indefinite. The terms "a larger area as the quantity 
indicated by the parameter is larger", "is defined as a larger area as the time indicated b 
the parameter is longer", "of the customer newly/performs the decision newly", "was 
obtained newly" and "as the quantity indicated by the parameter is smaller" are not 
defined by the claim, the specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the 
requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of ' 
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the scope of the invention. For this reason, the entire claim and the scope of the 
invention unclear. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Barnes 
(US 2003/0065805 A1). 

As per claims 1, 8, Barnes discloses: 

a request acceptance portion for accepting a request for providing a service/ 
means for processing an acceptance of a request..., ([0155]-[0056], receiving user input 
and optionally enter into a commercial exchange to buy a product); 

a current position information obtaining portion for obtaining current position 
information that indicates a current position of a customer who made the request/ 
means for obtaining current position information..., ([0316], lines 1-4, device monitors 
location of user); 

an area information storage portion for storing area information that defines a 
predetermined area around a provision position of the service/ means for obtaining area 
information..., ([0162], database may store available points of interest [vendor locations] 
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limited to a predetermined area, w/ [0316], restricted location w/[0135], restrictions 
stored in device, w/ [0141], data storage rules based on location of user); 

an existence decision portion for deciding whether or not the customer who made 
the request is within the predetermined area in accordance with the current position 
information and the area information/ means for deciding whether or not..., ([0136], 
lines 4-9, location transmitted to remote destination if user enters a restricted location); 
and 

a reservation acceptance processing portion that performs a reservation 
acceptance process for accepting a reservation of the service that relates to the request 
when it is decided that the customer who made the request is within the predetermined 
area and does not perform the reservation acceptance process when it is decided that 
the customer is not within the predetermined area/ means for performing a process..., 
([0277], user can use the device to request vendor information, which includes vendor 
location info and upon receiving satisfactory vendor information, reservation can be 
made, w/ [0321], if user is in a restricted location, user can not make a request [engage 
in requested action, and therefore can not make a reservation). 

As per claim 2, Barnes discloses: 

further comprising a provided quantity information obtaining portion for obtaining 
provided quantity information concerning a quantity of the service that can be provided, 
wherein the area information has a parameter that indicates the quantity, so that the 
predetermined area is defined as a larger area as the quantity indicated by the 
parameter is larger, and the existence decision portion performs the decision by 
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deciding whether or not the customer who made the request is within an area that is 
defined in accordance with the quantity indicated by the provided quantity information 
and the area information, ([0181, quantity, w/[0162], database may store available 
points of interest [vendor locations] limited to a predetermined area, w/ [0316], restricted 
location w/[0135], restrictions stored in device, w/ [0141], data storage rules based on 
location of user). 

As per claim 3, Barnes discloses: 

wherein the request acceptance portion accepts the request together with a 
designation of a desired time for receiving the service, the area information has a 
parameter that indicates a time so that the predetermined area is defined as a larger 
area as the time indicated by the parameter is longer, and the existence decision 
portion performs the decision by deciding whether or not the customer who made the 
request is within an area that is defined in accordance with the time related to the 
designation and the area information, ([0032], predetermined distance may be for 
different times, w/[0162], database may store available points of interest [vendor 
locations] limited to a predetermined area, w/ [0316], restricted location w/[0135], 
restrictions stored in device, w/ [0141], data storage rules based on location of user). 

As per claim 4, Barnes discloses: 

wherein if a request for a temporary reservation is received from the customer 
after the result of the decision that the customer who made the request is not within the 
predetermined area is obtained, the current position information obtaining portion 
obtains the current position information of the customer newly, the existence decision 
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portion performs the decision newly in accordance with the newly obtained current 
position information, and the reservation acceptance processing portion performs the 
reservation acceptance process if it is decided by the newly performed decision that the 
customer is within the predetermined area, ([0015], triggering an action based on 
change in location data). 

As per claim 5, Barnes discloses: 

an arrival time forecast portion for forecasting a time of arrival when the customer 
who made the request for the, reservation that was processed by the reservation 
acceptance process will arrive at the provision position, ([0176], estimate arrival time); 

an arrival possibility decision portion for deciding whether or not the customer 
who made the request will arrive by the forecasted time of arrival in accordance with the 
time of arrival, the present time and the current position information of the customer that 
was obtained newly after the reservation acceptance process had been performed, 
([021 1], transmits a time user should arrive); and 

a cancel processing portion for performing a process for canceling the 
reservation related to the request when it is decided that the customer who made the 
request will not arrive by the forecasted time of arrival, ([021 1], counterfeit tickets, 
therefore inherent that reservation is cancelled). 

As per claim 6, Barnes discloses: 

a request acceptance portion for accepting a request for parking a car in the 
parking lot, ([0155]-[0056], receiving user input and optionally enter into a commercial 
exchange to buy a product, w/ [0100], parking lot); 
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a current position information obtaining portion for obtaining current position 
information that indicates a current position of a customer who made the request, 
([0316], lines 1-4, device monitors location of user); 

an area information storage portion for storing area information that defines a 
predetermined area around the parking lot, ([0162], database may store available points 
of interest [vendor locations] limited to a predetermined area, w/ [0316], restricted 
location w/[0135], restrictions stored in device, w/ [0141], data storage rules based on 
location of user); 

an existence decision portion for deciding whether or not the customer who made 
the request is within the predetermined area in accordance with the current position 
information and the area information, ([0136], lines 4-9, location transmitted to remote 
destination if user enters a restricted location); and 

a reservation acceptance processing portion that performs a reservation 
acceptance process for accepting a reservation of the parking lot for the customer when 
it is decided that the customer who made the request is within the predetermined area 
and does not perform the reservation acceptance process when it is decided that the 
customer is not within the predetermined area, ([0277], user can use the device to 
request vendor information, which includes vendor location info and upon receiving 
satisfactory vendor information, reservation can be made, w/ [0321], if user is in a 
restricted location, user can not make a request [engage in requested action, and 
therefore can not make a reservation). 

As per claim 7, Barnes discloses: 
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a traffic information obtaining portion for obtaining traffic information around the 
parking lot or the customer who made the request, the traffic information being 
transmitted from an information providing portion, ([0327, receiving information relating 
to traffic at point of interest, w/ [0100], where point of interest can be a parking lot); and 

a demand forecast portion for forecasting a future demand of the parking lot in 
accordance with the obtained traffic information, ([0164], shows traffic delays and 
selecting available points of interest [parking lots] meeting selection criteria to which 
user will have shortest travel time); 

wherein the area information has a parameter that indicates a quantity of the 
demand, so that the predetermined area is defined as a larger area as the quantity 
indicated by the parameter is smaller, ([0162], database may store available points of 
interest [vendor locations/parking lots] limited to a predetermined area, w/ [0316], 
restricted location w/[0135], restrictions stored in device, w/ [0141], data storage rules 
based on location of user); and 

the existence decision portion performs the decision by deciding whether or not 
the customer who made the request is within an area that is defined in accordance with 
the forecasted demand and the area information, ([0136], lines 4-9, location transmitted 
to remote destination if user enters a restricted location). 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Akiba K Robinson-Boyce whose telephone number is 
571-272-6734. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9am-5:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on 571-272-6708. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-746-7238 
[After final communications, labeled "Box AF"], 703-746-7239 [Official Communications], 
and 703-746-7150 [Informal/Draft Communications, labeled "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"]. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. 




A. R. B. 

June 20, 2007' 



